	
	MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEBRUARY MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CLONMEL BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, CLONMEL,  ON THE 2ND OF FEBRUARY, 2010.



	
	In the Chair:
	Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel



	
	Also present:
	Councillors S. Healy, S. Ambrose, D. Ryan, P. English, B. Shoer, R. Molloy, B. O’Donnell, J. Leahy, N.J. Dennehy, G. Egan



	
	In Attendance:
	Mr B. McEvoy, Manager, Clonmel Borough Council

Mr. M. Nolan, Meetings Administrator (Acting)

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer

Mr. M. Lynch, Senior Executive Planner

Ms. C. Lee, Executive Planner

Ms. C. Conway, Executive Planner



	
	Apologies:
	Councillor Teresa Ryan

	
	

	Mayor’s Precept:
	Read.



	Meetings Administrator’s Summons:
	The Meeting Administrator’s Summons, having been circulated to the members, was taken as read.



	County Retail Strategy:
	At the suggestion of the Mayor, Councillor 
D. Dunne, it was unanimously agreed to take item no. 4 on the Agenda, the County Retail Strategy, first. A copy of the Draft Strategy had been previously circulated to the members.

Ms C. Lee, Executive Planner, at the request of the Mayor, made a presentation outlining the background to the Strategy, the process that was followed to prepare the Strategy, the consultation carried out, and the conclusions reached.

The main conclusions were as follows:

· There was a 68% increase in retail floor space, a 69% increase in comparison shopping, and a 780% increase in retail warehousing in the county between 2002 and 2009.

· The percentage of total floor space in Clonmel had increased from 51.7% to 52.6% in the same period.

· Clonmel had a 81% high value use and a 10% vacancy rate in 2009. This compares well with other towns in the County.

The guidance provided by the Strategy was as follows:

· Focus on the vibrancy and vitality of Town Centres

· Sequential test for retail development, which focus on Town Centre, then Edge of Centre, then Out of Town.

· Support county settlement hierarchy and retail hierarchy

· Site specific guidance to be given in the Development Plan.

· Support the reuse and refurbishment of derelict and disused sites

· Enhance the Town Centre
· Improve the Public Realm and accessibility

· Encourage casual trading and farmers markets

· Improve public areas, transport and access

· Use partnership approach between local authority, retailers and customers.

Following the presentation, the members discussed the Retail Strategy. In general, the Strategy was welcomed, but a number of points were made as follows:

· Vacant sites in the Town Centre, and the need for a proactive approach

· Need for car parking in Town Centre

· Effect of out of town development on town centre

· Effect of rates on Town Centre business

The manager responded to the members, stating that the times were very difficult and that the Retail Strategy was a broad Strategy. He pointed out that the Borough Council could not force the hand of land owners, but was available for consultation, and would facilitate development in any way possible. In relation to parking, he stated that the council were now in the process of finalising title to the car park in Mary Street, and would then examine proposals for the development of the site.  He emphasised the need for co-operation between the Council and the Traders.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor, seconded by Cllr S. Ambrose, the Strategy was agreed.



	Minutes:


	The minutes of the following meetings were proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose and agreed;

· Annual Budget Meeting held on the 14th of December, 2009, 

· Annual Budget Meeting held on the 8th of January, 2010 (following a consent issued by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on 23rd December 2009 to a departure from Article 9 of the Local Government ( Financial Procedures and Audit ) Regulations 2002)
· Monthly Meeting held on the 12th of January, 2010 

· River Suir ( Clonmel West/Clonmel North/Clonmel East ) Drainage Committee held on the 12th of January, 2010



	Matters Arising:
	Councillor P. English

· Queried current position re.provision of signs at the Gaelscoil, Irishtown.

· Response from Minister for Health to request to meet deputation about South Tipperary General Hospital.

Councillor  S. Ambrose

· Mary Street Car Park – up to date position.

Councillor  D. Ryan

· Reservoir at Glenary –Interruption to water supply.

· Derelict site at Heywood Road – present position.

Councillor  S. Healy

· House at corner of Queen Street and Cashel Street.

· Regeneration of Wilderness/Carrigeen.

In relation to signage at the Gaelscoil, the Borough Engineer advised that these had been ordered.

Regarding the request for a deputation to the Minister for Health it was agreed that a further written request would be made.

Referring to Mary Street car park, Mr. B. McEvoy advised that title problems in relation to portion of the site were practically resolved. Future proposals for the site would be examined on completion of the title.

In relation to the Glenary water supply, the Borough Engineer advised that normal water supply had been restored. He also outlined the up to date position regarding the derelict site at Heywood Road.

He indicated that it was expected that work would begin shortly on the house at Queen Street/Cashel Street.

Regarding the Wilderness/Carrigeen project, he stated that design work had begun and the tender process was expected to commence mid-march.



	Notices of Motion:
	As the time had reached 7:00 pm, the Mayor indicated that, in accordance with Standing Orders, he proposed to take Notices of Motion, after which the remaining items on the agenda would be dealt with.

This was unanimously agreed by the members.

Written reports were provided  to the members on the Notices of Motion submitted and considered as follows:

Councillor D. Ryan:                                            2888

“That this Council writes to the Minister for Health and CEO of the HSE, requesting them to revert the decision to remove all psychiatric services from South Tipperary.”
Meetings Administrator’s Report:

This Notice of Motion, if passed by the members will be referred to both the Minister for Health and CEO of the H.S.E. for consideration.

This motion was proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Cllr S Healy, and agreed.

The Meetings Administrators report was accepted.

Councillor D. Ryan:                                            2889

“That this Council close the laneways servicing 244 & 245, and 250 & 251 Elm Park as a matter of urgency, residents have already submitted a petition agreeing to this closure.”

Borough Engineer’s Report:

The Borough Council is in the process of obtaining Tenders for these and other laneways in Elm Park. Tenders are due back in two weeks, will then be assessed with the successful contractor appointed towards the end of February. It is anticipated that works will commence mid-March as there will be a lead in period associated with the manufacturing of the gates.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

Councillor S. Healy also requested that houses 50&75 be considered.

Councillor J. Leahy:                                            2890

“That Clonmel Borough Council erect more directional signage throughout the town for the newly-sited Tourist Information Office”.

Borough Engineer’s Report:

The Borough Council has met with the staff in the Tourist Information Office and is working with them to ensure all existing signage has been redirected to the new location at the Main Guard, whilst also arranging a few additional signs at key locations within the town.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

Councillor J. Leahy:   


      2891

“That Clonmel Borough Council informs the elected members as to the number of Housing Estates that are yet to be “taken-in-charge” by them”.

Borough Engineer’s Report:

The following is a brief synopsis of the current situation with regard to taking in charge:

· 3 estates being assessed with applications submitted

· 3 estates are the responsibility of voluntary bodies

· 9 estates have management companies

· 15 estates with no application submitted. ( 3 of these are recent developments, and legal proceedings are commenced on another)

Applications for taking-in-charge should be initiated by the completion of the Application Form “Taking in Charge of Estate 

Roads and Services”. This form is available from the Planning Section, Clonmel Borough Council.  The general procedure is set out in the notes attached to the form.

Where the Borough Council receives a petition from residents in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, in respect of a completed development, the Borough Council will inform the Developer and request the submission of the appropriate information”.

A review of all estates not taken in charge has commenced to ensure that Clonmel Borough Council is in compliance with regard to all the relevant timeframes allowed under the above two acts.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

In response to a query from Councillor Dennehy, it was agreed to make a list of estates available.

Councillor S. Healy:                                            2892
“That Ailsbury Court, Cahir Road, Clonmel be taken-in-charge by Clonmel Borough Council”.

Borough Engineer’s Report:

The taking-in-charge of a residential development is carried out in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993.

To date no application has been received in respect of the taking- in-charge of Ailsbury Court. Planning Application Reference No. 98/78 refers to this development.

Applications for taking-in-charge should be initiated by the completion of the Application Form “Taking in Charge of Estate 

Roads and Services”. This form is available from the Planning Section, Clonmel Borough Council.  The general procedure is set out in the notes attached to the form.

Where the Borough Council receives a petition from residents in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, in respect of a completed development, the Borough Council will inform the Developer and request the submission of the appropriate information.

A review of all estates not taken in charge has commenced to ensure that Clonmel Borough Council is in compliance with regard to all the relevant timeframes allowed under the above two acts.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

The members then went on to deal with the remaining items on the Agenda as follows.


	Reports of Officers:
Borough Engineer’s Report:
Meetings Administrators Report:      
          
	In considering the Borough Engineers report, a number of issues were raised and clarified in relation to the following matters;

Councillor P. English

· Position re.roundabout at Heywood Road.

· Proposed attenuation works at Ballinagarrane.

· Traffic Lights at Queen Street and Western Road.

· Sewerage Problems in Ailsbury Estate.

· Taking in charge of Ormonde Court.

· Public Lighting at Baron Park.

· Traffic Lights at Kickham Park.

Councillor B Shoer

· Eastbound filter lane at Queen Street/ Bolton Street Junction.

Councillor D. Ryan

· Renewal of anti skid surfaces on Heywood Road.

Councillor S. Healy

· Safety Barrier at Play area in Elm Park.

· Cleanup of area at rear of 25-40 Bianconi Drive.

· Deposit of leaves at Baron Park.

· CCTV in Old Bridge.

Councillor B O’Donnell

· CCTV at Oliver Plunkett Terrace.

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer, in reply indicated that the various issues raised had been noted and would be followed up, particularly in relation to issues of maintenance.

In relation to the roundabout at Heywood Road, he stated that this was not included in the 2010 NRA Road Grants but would be submitted again for 2011 by South Tipperary County Council.
Regarding the attenuation works at Ballingarrane he indicated that tender documents were being prepared and project would proceed to tender shortly.

Referring to the taking in charge of Ormonde Court, he pointed out that this estate was in the care of a management company.

Regarding the traffic lights at Kickham Park he stated that these would be installed in mid-February and the issue re.public lighting at Baron Park had been referred to the ESB.

Referring to the Eastbound filter lane at Queen Street/Bolton Street and the renewal of anti-skid surfaces at Heywood Road, he advised that he would look into these matters.

He agreed to follow up on the provision of a safety barrier at the play area in Elm Park and the cleanup at the rear of 25-40 Bianconi Drive.

Regarding the provision of CCTV cameras at the Old Bridge and Oliver Plunkett Terrace, he stated that no definitive response had been received from the gardai in the case of the Old Bridge and there would also be issues in relation to funding these.

There were no items arising under this heading.



	Progress report on Clonmel and Environs Development Plan, 2008:

	The Meetings Administrator referred to the Manager’s Progress Report on the implementation of the Clonmel and Environs Development Plan 2008, which had been prepared pursuant to Section 15 (2 ) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.He stated that this Report, which had already been circulated to the members, had been considered at a recent workshop and various issues had been discussed. The position was noted by the members.



	Disposal of fee simple:
	It was proposed by Councillor P. English, and seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose, and agreed:

“That consent be and is hereby given to the disposal of the fee simple of the undermentioned dwellings in accordance with the Notices issued on the 12th of January, 2010 and the 19th of January, 2010 respectively;

Dwelling             Consideration            Purchaser

70 Ard-na-Greine      €8.89      Pat and Maureen Ryan

1 Pearse Park             €0.44      Cathal Cronin
                              

	Finance:
Local Government Auditors Report on Financial Accounts for Year Ended 31st December 2008:
Report on Rate Collection: 
	The members considered the report prepared by Mr.Gerard McMorrow, Local Government Auditor on the accounts of Clonmel Borough Council for the year ended 31st December 2008 .

The Meetings Administrator advised the members that the Auditors opinion concluded that the Annual Financial Statement, as furnished, reflected accurately and fairly the financial position of the Council at the 31st December2008. 

Details of revenue and capital income and expenditure were outlined.

The members were advised that the percentage yields from the main revenue collection sources i.e. commercial rates, water, housing rents and refuse charges were deemed very satisfactory by the Auditor. There was an overall surplus on the Revenue Account which maintained the stability of the Councils financial situation.

The Local Government Auditors Report was accepted and approved unanimously on the proposal of Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor, seconded by Councillor D. Ryan

The Meetings Administrator referred to the Rate Collection for 2009 and he outlined details in relation to the collection. He indicated that the nett warrant in respect of 2009, allowing for incoming arrears and write offs for charitable organisations, liquidated businesses, vacant premises etc. amounted to €4,879,381.55.He stated that the amount collected in 2009 was €4,172,084.14, which reflected a 85.50% collection.

He pointed out that this collection rate had to be considered unsatisfactory and well out of line with previous years. He indicated that, in the main, the reduced level of collection could be attributed to the current economic down-turn. He advised the members that every avenue would be pursued to collect all commercial rates legally due.

In accepting and approving the report, the members requested that regard would be had to the difficulties that are being experienced by commercial rate payers in the current economic climate. 



	Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act, 1999,as amended:
Local Government Act – Part 15 – Ethics Framework 
( Annual Declaration ).:

	The Meetings Administrator reminded the members of the requirement to submit Donation Statements, as required under the Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act, 1999,and the Annual Declaration of Interests under Part 15 of the Local Government Act,2001 ( Ethics Framework ). He stated that the latest dates for submission of these Statements/Declarations were set out in the letter which had issued some time ago. He indicated that details of these would be available for public inspection if requested. 



	Fix date for Meetings:
	It was agreed to hold the following meetings at the dates and times indicated:

a) Anti Social Behaviour Committee: 5:30 PM on the 15/02/2010.

b) Standing Orders Committee: 5:30 PM on the 02/03/2010

c) Litter Management Committee: 4:30 PM on the 02/03/2010.



	 Planning and Development Acts 2000 -2009 – Planning and Development Regulations, 2001:

	The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that there were no items for consideration under this heading.

	Manager’s Orders  for January 2010:
	The Managers Orders for January 2010,which had been circulated with the agenda, were duly noted.

The following points were raised in relation to the Manager’s Orders:

Councillor S. Ambrose:

· Inconsistency in rents being agreed for RAS houses being rented by the Borough Council

Councillor S. Healy:

· Acceptability of electrical heating system in RAS houses being rented by the Borough Council

The manager responded that these issues would be examined.



	Training Seminars, Conferences, and Deputations:

	It  was proposed  by  Councillor  Siobhán Ambrose  seconded  by  Councillor Joe Leahy  AND RESOLVED that having regard to Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001, approval be given for Members to attend conferences/seminars details of which have been circulated to the Members.

AMAI Spring Seminar to be held in The Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo, on 12th – 13th February, 2010.

Councillor Siobhan Ambrose

Councillor Gabrielle Egan

Councillor Denis Dunne

Councillor Niall J. Dennehy

Councillor Richie Molloy

Councillor Joe Leahy

LAMA Annual Conference to be held in The Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo, on 9th – 10th April, 2010.

Councillor Gabrielle Egan

Conference reports submitted to the meeting were noted.



	Correspondence:
	The following item of correspondence, which had been circulated with the agenda, was noted by the Members.

Acknowledgement from Mr. Darragh Scully, Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children, to Senator Phil Prendergast, regarding a request by Clonmel Borough Council to the Minister to receive a deputation to discuss South Tipperary General Hospital



	Resolutions from other Local Authorities:

	The following Resolutions from other local authorities, which had been circulated with the agenda, were considered by the Members.

Killarney Town Council

“That Killarney Town Council calls on the Minister for Enterprise and Employment to ensure the retention of the minimum wage.”

Ballina Town Council
“That rent supplement should not be paid to tenants of Landlords who are evading taxes by not paying the levy to the Local Authority on their non-residential homes or those who are not registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board, as is a requirement under the Residential Tenancy Act 2004.”

Further text supporting this motion was also circulated.

The above motions were noted and supported by the Members. 



	Votes of sympathy:
Any Other business:
	A vote of sympathy was extended to the following on the proposal of Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor, seconded by Councillor S. Healy.:

Ms. Jennifer Doyle, 40 Honeyview Estate, on the death of her husband John.

Eoin and Ruth O’Mahoney, 18 Wilderness Grove, on the death of their son Christopher.
Mr Tom Ryan, Ryan Thomas Jewellers, Gladstone Street, on the death of his brother Mattie.

Coursing Week - Councillor R. Molloy proposed a welcome to the huge number of visitors currently in Clonmel for Coursing week. The proposal was seconded by the Mayor. All the members were associated with this expression of welcome.

There being no further business, the meeting then concluded.

Signed:_____________________________

           Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel
 Date: ______________________________
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