MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE APRIL MONTHLY MEETING OF CLONMEL BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD AT 9.00A.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, CLONMEL, ON THE 12TH APRIL, 2010.

In the Chair:
Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel.

Also Present:
Councillors S. Healy, S. Ambrose, D. Ryan, P. English, R. Molloy, B. O’Donnell, J. Leahy,  G. Egan and T. Ryan.
In Attendance:
Mr. B. McEvoy, Manager, Clonmel Borough Council,


Mr. B. Doyle, Meetings Administrator,.


Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer,


Ms. M. O’Gorman, Senior Staff Officer. 

Apologies:
Councillors B. Shoer and N. J. Dennehy.

Mayor’s Precept:
Read:

Meetings Administrator’s 

Summons:
The Meetings Administrator’s summons, having been circulated to the Members, were taken as read.


Before going on to deal with the business of the meeting, the Mayor, Councillor D. Dunne referred to the recent sudden death of the late Canon Nicholas Power, Saint Peter and Pauls and he formally proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Canon Power and the priests of the parish.  This was seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed.
It was agreed that when the funeral arrangements were known that the Members would be advised accordingly.

Minutes:
The Minutes of proceedings of the following meetings were proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed;

(a) March monthly meeting held on 2nd March, 2010.

(b) Standing Orders Committee meeting held on the 2nd March, 2010.

Matters Arising:


Councillor P. English.

· Asked if a response had been received from the Minister for Health and Children regarding a deputation in respect of South Tipperary General Hospital.

Councillor D. Ryan.

· Queried position regarding response to Notices of Motion in the context of the present industrial action.

Councillor S. Ambrose.

· Sought update on Mary Street car park.

The Meetings Administrator, in reply advised that he had written directly to the Minister for Health and Children regarding a deputation from the Borough Council in relation to South Tipperary General Hospital.  He stated that an acknowledgement to this request had been received and was circulated with the agenda. He also indicated that he understood that a meeting between the Minister and representatives of South Tipperary, the Oireachtas Members and the Hospital Action Committee had taken place recently.

In relation to replies on Notices of Motion, the Meetings  Administrator advised the Members that the present industrial action, which had been outlined to the Members in a recent letter, continued in operation.  This presented problems in relation to replies to representations and Notices of Motions in respect of staff members of IMPACT and SIPTU/LAPO and this situation would continue until staff members were otherwise instructed by their unions.

Regarding Mary Street car park, the Meetings Administrator indicated that a Deed of Conveyance in relation to title for portion of this site had now been finalised.  Consideration would be given to the invitation of “Expressions of Interest” in relation to this site.

Reports of Officers:


Borough Engineer’s report:
In considering the Borough Engineer’s report, a number of issues were raised and clarified in relation to the following matters;


Councillor S. Healy.

· Closure of laneways at Elm Park.

· Safety barrier at play area in Elm Park.

· Garden centre at Melview.

Councillor P. English.

· Upate on attenuation works at Ballingarrane.
 
· Difficulties with water pressure at Boherduff, Willow Park etc..

· Upgrade of public lighting at Baron Park.

· Position regarding Phase 2 of Flood Alleviation Scheme.

· New traffic lights at Kickham Park.

Councillor D. Ryan.

· Upgrading of public lighting at Elm Park – Community CCTV system.  Report from ESB.

· Green area at rear of shopping centre at Elm Park.

Councillor G. Egan.

· Re-letting of house number 118 Bianconi Drive.

Councillor B. O’Donnell.

· Water leakage problems in various locations i.e. Cashel Road.

Councillor J. Leahy.

· Water problems at Willow Park.

Councillor S. Ambrose.

· Storage of abandoned cars at Melview.

· Problems with lighting at Melview 

· Pedestrian crossing/footbridge at Fethard Road.

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer, in reply indicated that that the various issues raised had been noted and would be followed up, particularly in relation to issues of maintenance.

In relation to the closure of laneways at Elm Park, he indicated that contractors had now been appointed.

Regarding the provision of the barrier at the play area he stated that this work should commence within the next  three to four weeks.

Referring to Melview, he stated that the lighting had been modified recently and improved the situation.  The site was being used as a nursery by the Garden section.  He advised that there was a short term arrangement in place with the Gardai in relation to the storage of abandoned cars as the site at Carrigeen Business Park  would not be suitable.

Regarding the attenuation works at Ballingarrane, he stated that expressions of interest had been invited through the e-tender system and thirty one submissions had been received.  These were now being assessed to select six contractors.  It was expected that this process would take approximately three weeks.  

In relation to Phase 2 of the Flood Alleviation Scheme    he stated that tenders had now issued to eight contractors with a return date of the 7th May.  It was expected that a contractor could be on site by the summer.

Regarding the water problems referred to at the north side of the town and on the Cashel Road, he outlined the difficulties which had been encountered and the remedial action taken.

Regarding the public lighting at Baron Park/Elm Park he indicated that a report had not yet been received from the ESB on this matter and he would follow it up.  


In relation to the clean up of the area to the rear of the shop at Elm Park, he stated that this would be done in the next few weeks.

Regarding the Pedestrian Crossing at the Fethard Road, he stated that no funding had been received from the NRA to facilitate this in 2010.  He agreed that he would follow the matter up further with the NRA.

Meetings Administrator’s report:

Ireland’s Best Kept Towns

competition 2010:
The Meetings Administrator’s outlined correspondence received by the Tidy Towns Committee in relation to Clonmel’s inclusion in the Ireland’s Best Kept Towns competition, 2010, following on its success in the 2009 National Tidy Towns Competition.

Chamber of Commerce AGM:
The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that the AGM of Clonmel Chamber of Commerce would take place in the Council Chamber on the 15th April, 2010 and it was agreed in discussions with the Mayor,           

that the Council Chamber would be made available. The position was noted.

Adoption of Policy for Taking in 

Charge of Private Residential

Developments:
The Members considered a report dated the 7th April, 2010 in relation to proposed Policy for  Taking in Charge of Private Residential Developments which had been circulated with the agenda.  It was pointed out that this Report had been prepared on foot of a request received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and it was now being brought before the Members for the consideration and adoption.


During the course of discussions on the report, concern was expressed by a number of Members in relation to the position of Management Companies as referred to in the Report.  In reply to a query from Councillor D. Ryan regarding the legal position, Mr. B. McEvoy, Manager indicated that where a condition was attached to a planning permission regarding a Management Company it would be a legal requirement to comply with it.


Following consideration of the matter it was proposed by Councillor S. Healy, seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed that the position regarding Management Companies, as contained in the policy, be re-examined and that a decision on the matter be deferred to a future meeting.
Litter Pollution Act, 1997:

(Report pursuant to Section              

10 (4):
 The Members considered a report dated the 7th April, 2010 which had been prepared pursuant to Section 10(3) and 10(4) of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 and which  had been circulated with the agenda.


The report contained details of public awareness measures, and enforcement action taken by the Borough Council together with details of action taken by other Bodies and an appraisal of  the Litter Pollution Act, 2009.  This report was welcomed by the Members.


The report was agreed and approved on the proposal of Councillor P. English and seconded by  Councillor S. Ambrose.

Consider Financial Contribution to

Clonmel Junction Festival, 2010:
The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that a request had been received from the Directors of the Clonmel Junction Festival  for financial assistance towards the festival for 2010.  He indicated that assistance had been provided in previous years and having regard to the fact that this was the 10th anniversary of the Junction Festival, it was recommended that a contribution of €8,000, similar to 2009 be approved.


It was proposed by Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor T. Ryan and agreed:



“That, pursuant to the provisions of Part 9 (Section 66 and 67) of the Local Government Act 2001, and the provisions of the Arts Act, 1973 a contribution of €8,000 be approved and paid by Clonmel Borough Council in respect of the Clonmel Junction Festival 2010 subject to the submission of appropriate financial accounts and Tax clearance documentation”.

Councillor D. Ryan felt that the organisers of the festival should be required to acknowledge the office of the Mayor where he attended any part of the festivities.


Councillor J. Leahy queried the position regarding other funding received  by the  Junction Festival Organisers.

The Meetings Administrator outlined the position regarding the requirement from the Borough Council         


for the Directors of the Festival to submit appropriate documentation relating to accounts and Tax Clearance Certificate.  The position was noted.   


Quarterly Housing Report:
The Quarterly Housing Reports for the period January to March, 2010, which had been circulated with the agenda,  was noted.  


At the request of Councillor S. Ambrose it was agreed that a breakdown of the Borough Council’s Housing Stock showing the various categories of houses would be provided for the next meeting.

Councillor S. Healy queried the position in relation to new housing and he referred in particular  to Glenconnor.  He stated there had been a reduction in the overall allocation for house construction in 2010.

The Meetings Administrator, outlined the position in relation to the Borough Councils allocation under the SHIP Programme for 2010 and this related mainly to the purchase of special needs houses and improvements to the Councils houses at Wilderness/Carrigeen.  

He also referred to the mixed use development at Glenconnor.  He stated that approval to proceed to  invitation to tenders for the Glenconnor development had not been issued by the Department.  However, this project would be retained by the Borough Council in its Housing Capital  Programme and every effort would be made to get approval to this scheme in 2010.
Fix date for meeting of Anti-  

Social Committee:
It was agreed to defer this matter to the conclusion of the meeting,  to be considered in the context of fixing a date for the May monthly meeting.

Planning and Development Act,

2000-2009:

Part 8 – Planning and Development

Regulations, 2001:
The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that there were no issued for consideration under this heading.

Manager’s Orders for March, 2010:
The Manager’s orders for March, 2010, which had been circulated with the Agenda, were duly noted.

Notices of Motion:
The Meetings Administrator again referred to the industrial action which had been outlined earlier and he again clarified the position in relation to reports on Notices of Motion and representations.  He stated that under the terms of the industrial action members of IMPACT  were not debarred from dealing with Notices of Motions but there were particular difficulties in relation to members of SIPTU/LAPO in dealing with such matters.


The following Notices of Motion was therefore dealt with by the Meetings Administrator.

Councillors D. Ryan and G. Egan.

         2906 


“That this Council writes to HSE Local Management and Minister for Health asking them to retain the position of the Senior Community Development Worker in South Tipperary Community Care.  The removal of this worker will be detrimental to the community life of South Tipperary”.


Meetings Administrator’s report.


This Notice of Motion if passed by the Members will be referred to the HSE Local Management and Minister for Health and Children for consideration.


The Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor G. Egan and it was agreed that the Meetings Administrator would write accordingly.


A discussion took place in relation to replies to the following Notice of Motion and having regard to the current position on the industrial action it was proposed by Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor S. Healy and agreed that these Motions  be deferred but that they would be dealt with at a later stage when the industrial action had been resolved.  The Meetings Administrator suggested that they would be resubmitted at that stage if the Members so wished.  It was however, agreed that, where the requirements of the Motions were met, that they would no longer be an active motion.


Councillor R. Molloy



         2907


“That Clonmel Borough Council contacts the relevant authorities to install more public lighting in Mary Street and O’Neill Street as it is leading to concerns from a number of elderly residents in the area and has been 
raised at the Older Persons Network Forum as a matter of urgent concern”


Councillor  R. Molloy


          2908


“That Clonmel Borough Council increases the very limited time given to pedestrians to cross at the various pedestrian crossings in Clonmel.  Elderly people feel the time given is not enough.


Also concern is expressed by the Older Persons Forum that it is very difficult for pedestrians to cross at the various roundabouts in Clonmel due to speed  of traffic and more pedestrian crossings should be considered by the Borough Council.”


Councillor S. Healy



         2909


“That a Disabled Parking Bay be provided at the Car Park adjacent to number 17 Bianconi Drive, Clonmel.”


Councillor P. English
  
                     2910


“That Clonmel Borough Council repair and resurface the entrance to the Glenconnor Cottages at the junction with Glenconnor Road”.


Councillor P. English


          2911


“That Clonmel Borough Council repairs the numerous pot holes on the estate roads at Cascade Park, Old Bridge in the interest of public safety.”


Councillor B. O’Donnell.
                                2912


“The Borough Engineer to explain to the Councillors why the areas on the Fethard Road are without water at weekends without notice.”


Councillor B. O’Donnell


        2913


“That CCTV cameras be placed at St. Oliver Plunkett Terrace, Clonmel to prevent anti-social behaviour.

Councillor D. Ryan



         2914


“In light of the increase once again in the anti-social behaviour in the area, that this Council explores all avenues to close off the lane to rear of numbers 1-9 Sheehy Terrace, Clonmel.  It is no longer acceptable that these residents have to tolerate this behaviour “.


Councillor J. Leahy



        2915


“That Clonmel Borough Council put in place a permanent unrestricted water
supply to Willow Park, Riordans Hill and surrounding areas of Clonmel as a matter of urgency.”


Councillor J. Leahy


                    2916


“That Clonmel Borough Council p aint and upgrade the borough boundary signs in Clonmel.”


Councillor N. J. Dennehy


        2917


“Clonmel Borough Council updates the Members on the ongoing repair works to the leakages in the water mains and the targets going forward for reducing the amount of water lost through leakages.”

Training Seminars/Conferences/

Deputations:
It was proposed by Councillor D.  Ryan, seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose and resolved, 

“That having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 approval be given for Members to attend the conferences/seminars, details of which have been circulated to the Members”.

LAMA Annual Conference to be held in The Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo, on 9th – 10th April, 2010.

Councillor S. Ambrose
Councillor R. Molloy
Conference reports submitted to the meeting were noted.

Correspondence:
The following items of correspondence, which had been circulated with the agenda, were noted by the Members;

(a) Letter of acknowledgement dated 1st March, 2010 from Sarah King, CEO’s office, Health Service Executive in response to Borough Council’s letter of the 25th February, 2010 regarding psychiatric services in South Tipperary. It was indicated that the matter had been referred to the Regional Director Of Operations for the South.

(b) Letter dated the 2nd March, 2010 from Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health and Children regarding the removal of all psychiatric services from South Tipperary.  It was pointed out that the correspondence had been referred to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE for investigation and reply.

(c) Letter of acknowledgement dated the 15th March, 2010 from Mr. Darragh Scully, Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children regarding a request by Clonmel Borough Council for a meeting with the Minister to discuss the services at South Tipperary General Hospital.  It was indicated that  this matter would be brought to the attention of the Minister at the earliest possible opportunity.

(d) Letter of acknowledgement dated the 16th March, 2010 from Mr. Darragh Scully Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children regarding medical card processing.  It was pointed out that this matter was receiving attention.

(e) Correspondence dated the 18th March, 2010 from Batt O’Keeffe, T.D., Minister for Education and Science in relation to a Special Needs Assistants which had been raised by the Borough Council at a previous meeting. The letter set out the position in relation to the policy on Special Needs Assistant posts.

(f) Letter of acknowledgement dated the 18th March, 2010 from Mr. Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary, to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to correspondence which had been forwarded by the Borough Council in connection with the Planning and Development (Amendment) Bill, 2009.  It was indicated that a further letter would issue on this matter as soon as possible. 

(g) Correspondence dated the 19th March, 2010 from Mr. Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to domestic water charges.  The letter outlined the position in relation to proposals for the introduction of charges for water.

Resolutions from other Local

Authorities:
The following resolutions from other Local Authorities, which  had been circulated with the agenda, were considered by the Members;


Waterford City Council 


“This Council notes:

· The proliferation of  “Head Shops” across the state and their availability locally.

· The concern of parents, health professionals and drug awareness workers about the availability and the chemical composition of the products on sale.

· The dishonest way products for sale in these shops are marketed and sold and calls for;

      - Urgent Government intervention to provide a      

      regulatory  framework for this industry.

- EU and National Legislation to deal with the marketing, advertising and packaging of products in this area.

 - Increased funding for community based drug education programmes” .  


Ardee Town Council.


“That this Council write to the Minister for Health and Children in support of women who are lobbying for an independent external enquiry about symphysiotomy”.


Ardee Town Council.


“That this Council  and other Local Authorities request that the Ministers of Justice and Trade should ban with immediate effect so called Head Shops from operating around the country”.


Kilrush Town Council.

“That this Council would write to all Councils to protest against water rate charges”.

Donegal County Council

“That Donegal County Council discuss the need to reduce or indeed abolish water charges on community, voluntary and churches in this County”.

Balbriggan Town Council

“Balbriggan Town Council call on the Minister for Education not to cut back on the numbers of Special Needs Assistants in our schools”.

Sligo Borough Council.

That Sligo Borough Council calls on the Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan to introduce a NAMA Style Scheme for the 44,000 plus households facing serious arrears in meeting their mortgage payments.  This scheme to include a provision for writing off or forgiving borrowers a slice of their home loans to bring them more in line with current market values of their homes.  This Motion to be circulated to all Local Authorities”.

Sligo Borough Council.

“That Sligo Borough Council support the measures contained in the proposals  forwarded to the Minister for Finance, Mr Brian Lenihan in August, 2009 to prevent any unwarranted repossessions of family homes in the state by Financial Institutions. It is important that legislative changes are made as soon as possible in advance of the full impact of the decline in the Irish Economy on individual family homeowners and mortagees.”

Tipperary Town Council.

“That this Council write to the Minister for Health calling on her to instruct the H.S.E. not to proceed with the downgrading and possible closure of South Tipperary General Hospitals as this decision will have a huge effect on people’s health and peace of mind in the County of Tipperary.”

The above Motions were noted and supported by the Members.

Votes of Sympathy:
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following on the proposal of Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor,  seconded by Councillor P. English.


Mrs. Moira O’ Mahony, 1 Tivoli Heights, Clonmel, on the death of her husband Ray.


Mrs. Margaret McGrath, Mullough, Newcastle, Clonmel, on the death of her father Nicholas Sherlock.


The Ruth Family, 54 Baron Park, Clonmel, on the death of  Kevin Ruth.

The Polish Community, Clonmel, on the death of the Polish President, Mr. Lech Kaczynski.
Any other business:

Fix date for May Monthly

Meeting:
Anti-social Behaviour 

Meeting:
It was proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor S. Healy and agreed that the May monthly meeting of the Borough Council will be held on Monday, 10th May, 2010 at 9a.m., and that the Anti-Social Behaviour Committee meeting would take place immediately after this monthly meeting.


This concluded the business of the meeting.


Signed: ____________________________

                                         Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel.     


Date:
 _____________________________

. 
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