MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING OF CLONMEL BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD AT 6.00P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, CLONMEL ON THE 12TH JANUARY,  2010.


In the Chair:
Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor of the 
Borough of Clonmel.


Also present:
Councillors S. Healy, S. Ambrose, D. 
Ryan, B. Shoer, R. Molloy, B. O’Donnell, 
J. 
Leahy, N.J. Dennehy and T. Ryan.                                                          
In attendance: 
Mr. B. McEvoy, Manager, Clonmel 
Borough 
Council.

Mr. B. Doyle, Meetings Administrator.

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer.

Ms. M. O’Gorman, Senior Staff Officer.

Also In attendance:
Ms. Hilary Dilworth, South Tipperary Development Company attended as an observer.

     Apologies:
Councillors. P. English and G. Egan.



Mayor’s Precept:
Read.

Meetings Administrator  
The Meetings Administrator’s Summons, having been Summons:                        
circulated to the Members was taken as read.

Before going on to deal with the business of the meeting, the Mayor, D. Dunne, welcomed Ms. Hilary Dilworth, South Tipperary Development Company as an observer to the meeting.

He also advised the Members that he proposed to deal only with matters which were listed on the agenda for the meeting and which related to the business of the Borough Council.  He stated that discussion on matters outside the agenda would not be allowed and this was in keeping with the requirements of the Borough Council’s Standing Orders.  He also called on the Members to co-operate in relation to directions issued by the Mayor.  The position was noted.

Recent Severe Weather

Conditions:
The Mayor, Councillor D. Dunne referred to the severe weather conditions which had been experienced over the past three weeks and he advised the Members that he felt that it was necessary to update them on the various actions taken by the Council, particularly in relation to the issues of road conditions and water supplies.  He indicated that he was aware that Councillor P. English had submitted a Notice of Motion in this regard for consideration at the meeting.  He suggested that this matter would be taken at this stage of the meeting and this was agreed by the Members.


He outlined the action taken by both South Tipperary County Council  and Clonmel Borough Council in the gritting of roads both on the approaches to the town and within the town itself.  This action had been ongoing from the current cold spell on a daily basis.


He indicated that it was very important that all road users realise that any such treatment would be for sections of a road and may readily be made ineffective by subsequent weather events.  


He also referred to the problem of frozen pipes and he indicated that the Borough Council had put a programme in place for the delivery of water supplies to affected areas and this commenced on the 6th January.  He pointed out that a substantial number of areas had been affected and the Borough Council’s staff were making daily calls with water tankers to supply water to these areas.  The local media had been updated on a daily basis in relation to this delivery service.


He also referred to the problem of water shortage and he outlined the reasons for this; stopcocks and pipes had frozen;  the occurrence of leakage at stopcocks and continuous running of water supplies by consumers which had a negative impact on the supply and resulted in turning off of water supplies at night time in order to conserve water.  He pointed out that consumers had been requested to refrain from running taps and to report leakages to the Borough Council.


He referred to the response of the Borough Council staff, both indoor and outdoor, both during the flooding in November and the present severe weather spell and he congratulated all the staff who had been involved in responding to water delivery and road conditions throughout the Christmas period right up to the present.  He thanked all the staff for their work and the courtesy which they showed in dealing with the public.


A discussion took place in relation to this matter during which all the members joined with the Mayor in thanking the Borough Council’s staff for their response and the efficient and effective way in which they carried out their duties during this very difficult period.  They paid particular tribute to the outdoor staff who were responding on an ongoing basis to problems with road conditions and water shortage.  Various suggestions were made by the Members as follows:

· A Combined Plan, similar to the Flood Response Plan should be devised to deal with severe road conditions which would involve all the emergency agencies.

· Greater public involvement should be encouraged.


· An early decision should be taken to involve the Defence Forces and Civil Defence. 

· Clearing ice and snow from footpaths by individuals should be encouraged – the issue of liability should be clarified.

· More attention should be given to the location of stopcocks.

· Call should be made to Government to lift embargo on recruitment of temporary staff during emergencies.

· The Members thanks to be conveyed through the Mayor and the Borough Engineer to the outdoor staff for their response.

Mr. B.  McEvoy, Manager in response thanked the Member for their comments and he complimented all the staff involved in both the response to the flooding and to the severe weather conditions.  He indicated that the Fire Service, Civil Defence, Defence Forces and FAS had been on standby and were ready to mobilise if the need arose.

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer, also thanked the Members for their comments.  He indicated that there was a serious problem with water supply and that the Reservoir  at Glenary was at a critical level. It was now necessary to turn off the supply from 10.00p.m. to 7.00a.m. in order to conserve supplies.  This would continue for the foreseeable future.  He indicated that a substantial number of stopcock leaks had been repaired and this process was continuing.  He indicated that it was difficult to predict when the full supply would be back to normal.  However, the hospital supply had been maintained.  He did stress that it was important for members of the public to report any leaks on the supply and in this regard he outlined details of the emergency number for the Borough Council.

Minutes:
The minutes of the December monthly meeting held on the 1st December, 2009, were proposed by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose and agreed.

Matters Arising:
Councillor S. Ambrose.
· Sought update on Mary Street  Car Park.

· Position regarding Pedestrian Crossing at Fairfields.

· Thank traders for provision of Christmas tree at top of Mitchell Street.


Councillor S. Healy.


· Queried position on houses at Queen Street/Cashel Street particularly stability of the chimney.


In relation to Mary Street Car Park, the Meetings Administrator indicated that there were ongoing issues in relation to a portion of the site but progress was being made.


Regarding the Pedestrian Crossing at Fairfields, the Borough Engineer indicated that he would report on progress on this matter at the next meeting.


In relation to the houses at the corner of Queen Street and Cashel Street the Borough Engineer indicated that the Council were endeavouring to contact the owner and it was hoped to progress the matter over the next few weeks.  He acknowledged the concern expressed by the Members in relation to the chimney and he agreed that this matter would be looked at further.

Report of Officers:

Borough Engineer’s Report:
In considering the Borough Engineer’s report, a number of issues were raised and clarified in relation to the following matters:


Councillor D. Ryan.

· Circulation of  the CAPITA SYMONDS ACCESSABILITY AUDIT.

· Repair of pot holes in town centre.

· Repairs to tarmacadam on the Quay.

· Derelict site at junction of Heywood Road and Elm Park.

· Up to date position regarding Wilderness/Carrigeen.

· Painting of Disabled Parking Bays in town.


Councillor B. Shoer.

· Provision of speed ramps at Albert Street.

Councillor N. J. Dennehy.

· Time frame for repairing potholes in the town.

Councillor S. Ambrose.

· Road repairs at Gladstone Street and Cahir Road.    

Councillor S. Healy.

· Laying of tarmac at laneways at Elm Park.

· Provision of signs for Gaelscoil.


Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer in reply indicated that the various issues raised had been noted and would be followed up, particularly in relation to issues of maintenance.


In relation to the  CAPITA SYMONDS ACCESSABILITY AUDIT he stated that this would be circulated in due course to the Members.


Regarding the issue of potholes he pointed out that this was the result of the severe weather conditions.  He indicated that when the water problems were resolved and resources were available he would endeavour to deal with the maintenance issues.


Referring to the Derelict site at Heywood Road he outlined the purpose of the notice served and the next steps.  He also indicated that a copy of the Derelict Sites Act would be circulated to the Members.  


In relation to Carrigeen/Wilderness he indicated that the Borough Council were in contact with the NBA and they would be in Clonmel in the coming week to carry out a survey of the houses.  


Referring to the Disabled Parking Bays he stated that progress in this area would be dependent on the Road Works Programme being approved, which is circulated to the Members at the March meeting.


Regarding the speed ramps he requested the Members to submit locations  following the previous workshop and these would be examined in due course.


In relation to the tarmacing of  laneway at Elm Park he indicated that tenders had been received and these were now being assessed.

Meetings Administrator’s report:

Notice of Motion:

Ballinasloe Town Council:
The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that the following Notice of Motion had been received from Ballinasloe Town Council after the issue of the agenda and a request was made to advise the Members of same.

i. “That this Council write to the Minister of the Environment and seek assurances that a strategic flood risk management programme will now be implemented to lessen the risk of future flooding, and to give advance warning of flood risk”.

ii. “That the Government introduce a scheme to protect householders who cannot obtain household insurance due to flooding through regular insurance bodies”.

This Notice of Motion was agreed by the Members on the proposal of Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Councillor S. Healy.

Irish Business Against Litter

(IBAL) Anti-Litter Survey, 2009:
The Members considered the Town Clerk’s report dated the 6th January, 2010 in relation to the IBAL Anti-Litter Survey, for 2009, together with the IBAL Press Release and the report of the Adjudicators in respect of Clonmel.  


The Meetings Administrator indicated that out of a total of 60 towns and cities surveyed, Clonmel had achieved fourth place, the best ever result achieved in this survey.  In the June, 2009 survey he indicated that Clonmel was ranked at 43rd with a status of “Moderately Littered”. He stated that the town was now classed as “Clean to European Laws”. Of the ten sites surveyed in Clonmel, eight had achieved this status.


The Meetings Administrator paid tribute to Mr. Frank O’Donoghue, Clonmel Tidy Towns Committee and the outdoor staff of Clonmel Borough Council for their ongoing work in enhancing the appearance of the town.  He indicated that the outstanding achievement in the IBAL Anti-Litter Survey and the National Tidy Towns Competition, 2009 was as a result of the ongoing work being done by the Tidy Towns Committee and the Borough Council’s staff under the direction of Mr. Jonathan Cooney, Borough Engineer.

In welcoming the report, the Mayor and Members complimented Mr. Frank O’Donoghue and the Local Tidy Town Committee together with the staff of the Borough Council and various Residents Associations for their ongoing work in enhancing the appearance of the town.  They also requested that the Borough Council continue its efforts to address areas where there was evidence of litter i.e. outside Fast Food Take Aways.                  


The Meetings Administrator read a letter from Mr. Tony Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald’s Menswear, congratulating the staff of the Borough Council on the achievement under the Anti-Litter League Survey, 2009.  

Notices of Motion:
As the time had reached 7.00p.m., the Mayor indicated that in accordance with Standing Orders, he proposed to take Notices of Motion after which the remaining items on the Agenda would be dealt with.


This was unanimously agreed by the Members.


Written reports were provided to the Members on the Notices of Motion submitted and considered as follows;


Councillor S. Healy
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That the green area to the rear of house no’s. 7 and 8 Wheatfield’s be given over to the individual houses that it adjoins.”

Borough Engineer’s Report;

Land Registry have recently submitted evidence that the ownership of the plot of ground is in the name of the previous developer of the scheme.  We are awaiting a map to confirm same.

The next step is to rectify the issue and to transfer the plot to Clonmel Borough Council.  We can then examine the content of this further.


The Borough Engineer’s report was accepted.

In the absence of Councillor P. English, Councillors S. Healy requested the permission of the Mayor to move the two Motions in Councillor English’s name.  This was agreed by the Mayor and Members.


Councillor P. English.
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“That Clonmel Borough Council ensures that all roads and footpaths within the Borough Council are adequately gritted during severe weather conditions.  This was not the case during the recent cold spell”.

It was noted that the Mayor had addressed issues in relation to 


the response of the Borough Council in relation to the recent severe weather.  However, the following report in relation to the Notice of Motion was considered.

Borough Engineer’s Report:

South Tipperary County Council undertakes winter salting (pre-salting) on behalf of Clonmel Borough Council in line with Department guidelines.  Priority is given to heavily trafficked routes from Motorways down to Regional Roads where daily traffic exceeds 2000 vehicles per day, and after that, strategic routes where resources allow.  In addition to the above, Clonmel Borough Council undertakes salting/gritting during severe winter weather to any inclines within the town and area’s of particular concern based on previous experience.  This has been ongoing during the current cold spell on a daily basis.  We have also responded to calls from An Garda  Síochána.

It is very important that road users realise that any salt treatment may only be for sections of a road and may readily be made ineffective by subsequent weather events.


The Borough Engineer’s report was accepted.


Councillor P. English                                                       2887


“That Clonmel Borough Council amend “The Clonmel and Environs Development Plan 2008” to include “The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities” issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the O.P.W. in the interest of avoidance, reduction and mitigation of flood risk”.

Borough Engineer’s Report:

The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines, published by the DoEHLG in November 2009 introduce comprehensive mechanisms for the incorporation of flood risk identification, assessment and management into the planning process, building upon the longstanding acknowledgement in the planning system of the importance of addressing the issue. Implementation of the Guidelines is to be achieved through specific actions at the national, regional, local authority and site specific levels.

These Guidelines, introduce a more consistent, systematic and stringent approach to both Forward Planning and to the assessment of planning applications seeking permission for development on floodplains. The Council will implement these Guidelines in assessing planning applications and in the review of the Development Plan. The operation of the Guidelines will have implications for land use zoning, within the plan area during the statutory review of Clonmel and Environs Development Plan 2008, or if it becomes necessary in the interim, to carry out a variation of the plan. In addition, all planning applications to be submitted to  Clonmel Borough Council will have to include a Flood Risk Management Assessment as provided for in the DoEHLG Guidelines. The current CEDP contains Policy EM3 (Flood Defence) which sets out the requirement for Flood Risk Assessment. In this regard it is considered that flood issues are catered for adequately until the section 11 review of the Plan is carried out.

A two year review of the Clonmel & Environs Development Plan has been carried out and the Manager’s Report in this regard was recently circulated. It incorporates a reference to the Guidelines issued. The fixing of a date for a Workshop to consider this report is included on the Agenda at item 6 (b) at which the various issues in the two year Report including the Guidelines can be further discussed.

The Borough Engineer’s report was accepted.

The Members then went on to deal with the remaining items on the Agenda as follows;

Quarterly Housing Report to date:
The Quarterly Housing Report, which had been circulated to the Members, was noted and agreed. 

Agree date for meetings:
Dates for the following meetings were agreed unanimously by the Members;

(a) Joint Policing Committee meeting –Monday, 15th February, 2010 at 6p.m. .

(b) Work shop in respect of Clonmel and Environs Development Plan, 2008 – Progress Report – Thursday, 21st January, 2010 at 6.00p.m..

The Meetings Administrator indicated that formal notice of these meetings would be circulated to the Members.

Planning and Development

Acts, 2000-2007 –

Part 8 – Planning and 

Development Regulations,

2001:
The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that there were no items for consideration under this heading.

Manager’s Orders for 

November, 2009, (Part of)/

December, 2009:
The Manager’s Orders for November, 2009 (Part of)/ December, 2009 which had been circulated with the agenda, were duly noted.  

Training Seminars, Conferences,

Deputations:
It was proposed by Councillor S. Ambrose, seconded by Councillor R. Molloy and resolved;


“That having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act, 2001, approval be given for Members to attend conferences/seminars, details of which had been circulated to the Members.”

Clonmel Chamber of Commerce Annual Economic Conference to be held in The Clonmel Park Hotel, Clonmel, on 22nd January, 2010.

Councillor Niall J. Dennehy

Annual Tourism Conference to be held in The Dunadry Hotel, Dunadry, Co. Antrim, on 29th – 30th January, 2010.

Councillor Joe Leahy

Councillor Denis Dunne

Conference reports submitted to the meeting were noted.

Correspondence:
The following items of correspondence, which had been circulated with the agenda were considered by the Members;

(a) Letter dated the 2nd December, 2009 from Mr. Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in connection with a Notice of Motion passed by the Members at a previous meeting on domestic water rates.  It was pointed out that a further letter on this matter would issue as soon as possible.

(b) Letter dated the 7th December, 2009 from Darragh Scully, Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children, in response to correspondence from the Borough Council regarding the centralization of medical card applications.  The contents of the correspondence were noted.  

(c) Letter dated the 22nd December, 2009 from Dr. Martin Mansergh, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Finance in response to the Council’s letter of the 16th December, 2009 requesting information in relation to Clonmel Flood Relief Scheme.  The letter set out the position in relation to the Clonmel West Scheme and indicated that this Phase was currently nearing  completion and was expected to be completed in early 2010.  It also outlined proposals in relation to the Clonmel North and East phases and he indicated that it was expected a contractor would be appointed in the early part of 2010.  The position was noted.

(d) Letter of acknowledgement from Darragh Scully, Private  Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children in relation to a request by Clonmel Borough Council to the Minister to receive a deputation to discuss services at South Tipperary General Hospital.

A reply dated the 4th January, 2010 from Mr. Tom Hayes, T.D., and a reply dated the 5th January, 2010 from Mr. Mattie McGrath which indicated that they made representations to the Minister to receive a deputation was also attached.

(e) Letter dated the 5th January, 2010 from Mr. John Devane, C.E.O., South Tipperary Development Company in response to correspondence issued by the Borough Council dated the 16th December, 2009 regarding the provision of Community Development work in Clonmel.  Mr. Devane indicated that a meeting of the Directors of the Board on the 29th December,  had discussed the correspondence and agreed that it was the company’s intention to provide as comprehensive a service as possible to the town.  It was however, pointed out that it was not possible to provide details at this stage because the Budget for South Tipperary Development Company had not been received.

Councilor D. Ryan requested that the Borough Council write to Mr. Devane and request details of services when these were available.

Resolutions from other Local  

Authorities:
The following resolutions, which had been circulated with the agenda, were considered by the Members.


Drogheda Borough Council.


“Calling on this Council to reject plans by this FF/Green Government to cut the Christmas Bonus Payment to all peoples in receipt of “Social Welfare Payment”.  We would ask that it be noted;

(1) In 2008 the payment was made to 1.3m people; 940,000 recipients and an estimated 400,000 dependents.

(2) Despite the severe economic difficulties faced during the 1980’s the revenue was always found to cover the payment.

We would ask the Council to recognize that the removal of  the payment will;

(1) Cause great hardship and force families dependent on  

Social Welfare who rely on this payment to cover the costs associated with Christmas into the hands of ruthless money lenders.

(2) Result in elderly people who use this additional payment to help cover the cost of fuel over the winter going without sufficient heating this year.

(3) Depress  local economies and put businesses and

      retailers who rely on the Christmas trade under further 

      pressure by taking money out of local towns.

We would ask that this Council calls on the Minister for Finance, Mr. Brian Lenihan, T.D., and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs, Ms. Mary Hanafin, T.D. to restore the Christmas Social Welfare payment.

This Notice of Motion was noted and supported by the Members.

Ballina Town Council.

“That rent supplement should not be paid to tenants of landlords who are evading taxes by not paying the levy to the Local Authority on their non-residential homes or those who are not registered with the Private Residential Tenancies Board, as is required under the Residential Tenancy Act, 2004.

The vast majority of these anti-social tenants are receiving rent subsidy but when the injured parties complain they are told no one knows who the landlord is as in most instances, these tenants are placed in accommodation through Letting Agencies, acting on behalf of the Landlord.

There should be no such thing as an “Unknown Landlord”.

Landlords are obliged to register their property with the PRTB and the LA and pay the levies due.  They have a responsibility to deal with tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour.

My argument is that their tenants are receiving rent subsidy, which in turn goes to the Landlord, and this should not be the case where the Landlord evades registering his property and paying the taxes due on the property.

People are caught in a situation where they can not afford to redeem their mortgage or leave an area but finds themselves in the intolerable situation of having to put up with constant abuse, intimidation and total lack of consideration from their neighbours, who if receiving rent supplement are only obliged to pay €24 and the rest of their rent is subsidized by the state. 

Most of the Landlords are absentee Landlords and live elsewhere.  They do not have to endure the unacceptable behaviour that decent living people are presently having to endure.

These Landlords are lining their pockets at the expense of the state and the good law-abiding people while their tenants are behaving in a dreadful manner.”

At the request of Councillor B. Shoer it was agreed that this resolution would be listed on the agenda for the February meeting for discussion.

Votes of Sympathy:
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following on the proposal of Councillor S. Healy,  seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose.

Mrs. Veronica Molloy, 1 Comeragh Drive, Clonmel, on the death of her husband, Peter.


Mr. Norman O’Regan, and family, 8 Shanavine Way, Clonmel, on the death of their mother, Maggie.

Any other Business:
There were no items raised under this heading.


There being no further business the meeting then concluded.


Signed: _________________________________

                                                                                 Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel. 


Date:   _________________________________
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