	
	MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE MARCH MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CLONMEL BOROUGH COUNCIL HELD AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, CLONMEL, ON THE 2ND OF MARCH, 2010.



	
	In the Chair:
	Councillor D. Dunne, Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel



	
	Also present:
	Councillors S. Healy, S. Ambrose, D. Ryan, P. English, B. Shoer, R. Molloy, B. O’Donnell, J. Leahy, N.J. Dennehy, G. Egan and T. Ryan



	
	In Attendance:
	Mr B. McEvoy, Manager, Clonmel Borough Council

Mr. B. Doyle, Meetings Administrator

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer

Ms. E. Horgan, Community & Enterprise Section, South Tipperary County Council.



	
	
	

	
	

	Mayor’s Precept:
	Read.



	Meetings Administrator’s Summons:
	The Meetings Administrator’s Summons, having been circulated to the members, was taken as read.



	Presentation by Ms. Eileen

Horgan on County Development Board::


	The Mayor Councillor D. Dunne welcomed Ms. Eileen Horgan, Community & Enterprise Section, South Tipperary County Council and he indicated that she would make a presentation in relation to the County Development Board.

Ms. Horgan circulated a brief report in relation to the background and operation of the County Development Board.

In her presentation she indicated that the Board was established in 2000 by the Government. She referred to the County Strategy for Economic Social and Cultural Development, a copy of which had been circulated.  She outlined the key concepts associated with the Board i.e. inter agency actions and the improvement on the delivery of services etc.

Details of the structure of the Board were outlined which included

· Economic Programme Management Group

· SIM

· Cultural Programme Management Group

· Local Agenda 21 Programme Management Group

She indicated that there were various working groups associated with the above Groups.

Examples of various inter agency actions were outlined by Ms. Horgan as follows:

South Tipperary Tourism Company

Business Executive/Clonmel Business Park

Renewable Energy Working Group etc.

She also outlined the membership of the County Development Board from the Local Government Sector, the Local Development Sector, State Agency Sector and Social Partners Sector.

Details of actions and various target groups under the Economic PMG, Cultural PMG, Local Agenda 21 PMG and SIM were outlined by Ms. Horgan.  These actions and groups were wide ranging e.g. Village Enhancement, Childcare, Travelling Community, Elderly, Comhairle na nÓg, RAPID, Joint Policing Committees, Sports Partnership, and Heritage etc.

Finally Ms. Horgan outlined the staff structure in the Community & Enterprise Section of South Tipperary County Council, which services the County Development Board.

The Mayor and members thanked Ms. Horgan for her presentation, which provided a good overview of the structures and operation of the County Development Board.



	Fix date for April monthly meeting :


	At this stage of the meeting, the Mayor proposed an adjournment of ten minutes to enable the members to discuss the issue of future meetings in the context of the proposed escalated industrial action.  It was agreed on the proposal of the Mayor to suspend Standing Orders for ten minutes to enable this matter to be considered by the members.  This was seconded by Councillor D.Ryan.

On resumption the Mayor indicated that the time and date of the April monthly meeting had been considered by the members and it had been decided to schedule the meeting so that it would take place within normal staff working hours.

It was proposed  by Councillor D. Ryan, seconded by Counillor S. Ambrose and agreed that 

“The April monthly meeting would take place on Monday the 12th April at 9a.m in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Clonmel and that Standing Orders be set aside to facilitate this”.  It was further decided that the issue of future monthly meetings would be considered on a monthly basis while the industrial action continued.  It was pointed out that when the industrial action ceased meetings will revert to normal time unless otherwise agreed by the members.



	Minutes
	The minutes of the February monthly meeting held on the 2nd February 2010 were proposed by Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor S. Ambrose and agreed.



	Matters Arising:

:
	Councillor P. English

· Queried if response was received from Minister for Health and Children to request to meet Deputation about South Tipperary General Hospital.

· Regeneration of Wilderness/Carrigeen Estate – update

Councillor S. Healy

· Position re house at corner of Queen Street/Cashel Street.

· Safety barrier at play area in Elm Park.

· Laneway at Elm Park

The Meetings Administrator outlined the current position in relation to the Wilderness/Carrigeen Regeneration project and he advised that this matter had been discussed at a recent meeting with the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government and the Department had been advised of the Borough Councils intention to proceed with the upgrading of these houses.

In relation to the house at Queen Street/Cashel Street the Borough Engineer advised that the chimney had been removed recently.

He further advised that the barrier for the play area area at Elm Park had been ordered and tenders for the laneways at 50/51 and 68/69 Elm Park have now been received and opened. The contract will be awarded shortly.

In relation to the South Tipperary General Hospital, the Meetings Administrator indicated that a further letter had been sent to the Minister seeking a deputation in relation to this matter.  He indicated that all such requests were sent directly do the Minister in question.

Councillor S. Healy referred to a recent public meeting which attracted a large attendance from all sectors and he outlined details of various actions agreed at this meeting as follows:

· Protest march in Clonmel on the 27th March next.

· Launch of a petition to save South Tipperary General Hospital.

· Private members Daíl question by Oireachtas members.

· Pursuance of legal issues

He also acknowledged the recent statement of South Tipperary County Council County Manager at the March monthly meeting.

The Mayor indicated that a petition would be opened at the Town Hall to enable the public to give their support for the retention of the hospital.

In thanking the Mayor for this initiative, Councillor S. Healy requested that a further letter would be sent directly to the Minister for Health and Children with a request that she receive a deputation and that the Oireachtas Members should be requested to use there good offices with the Minister in this regard.

There was full support from all the members in relation to this matter.



	Notices of Motion:

          
	As the time had reached 7p.m, The Mayor, Councillor D. Dunne, indicated that, in accordance with Standing Orders, he proposed to take Notices of Motion, after which the remaining items on the agenda would be dealt with.

This was unanimously agreed by the members.

Written reports were provided to the members on the Notices of Motion submitted and considered as follows:

Councillor D Ryan                                       2893

“That this Council calls on the Minster for Education and Science to immediately reverse the shocking decision to reduce the number of “SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANTS” providing an invaluable service to children in our education system, and furthermore that this motion be forwarded to all other Local Authorities”.

Meetings Administrator’s Report

This Notice of Motion, if passed by the members will be referred to the Minister for Education and Science for consideration and will also be forwarded to all other Local Authorities.

In proposing the motion, Councillor D. Ryan indicated that people with disabilities were an easy target.  He pointed out that Special Needs Assistants made a major contribution to children in the education system and it was essential that there was no reduction in the number of Special Needs Assistants. The motion was seconded by Councillor P. English and it was agreed that the Meetings Administrator would write to the Minister in this regard and would also circulated the Notice of Motion to all other Local Authorities for their support.

Councillor D Ryan                                       2894
“Following the survey of public lighting in Elm Park  which was submitted to this Council by Community Representatives and Community Gardai, that a report be given as to what stage the upgrading/replacement process is at”?

Borough Engineer’s Report

The Council has received the survey and is working in consultation with the RAPID Coordinator and the COMMUNITY on identifying lights that are of priority, which will then be passed on to the ESB for analysis and recommendations by them.

The Borough Engineer’s Report was accepted.

Councillor G. Egan                                      2895

“That this Council, as a priority, clean up the green area at the rear of the shopping complex in Elm Park. It is presently being used as a dumping ground.”

Borough Engineer’s Report

Two of the three accesses serving this area have been closed off.  The CCTV is also now operational which will cover a substantial amount of this open space.  The Borough Council will clean up this area of Elm Park in the coming weeks.

In accepting the Borough Engineer’s report, Councillor G. Egan queried the time frame for dealing with the third access.  The Borough Engineer indicated that part of the shop was in private ownership and that he would follow up on this matter under the Derelict Sites Act.  This notice of motion was supported by Councillor D. Ryan who felt that immediate action should be taken to deal with the dumping problem in this area.

Councillor  J. Leahy                                   2896

“That white lines be put in place on the remaining junctions in Willow Park Estate”

Borough Engineer’s Report

Yield makings and triangles will be provided on the remaining junctions.  These will be marked as a matter of course now that road surface temperatures are rising.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

Councillor  J. Leahy                                   2897

“That the laneway from the Old Waterford Road to O’Connell Court be closed, as at present, it is causing several anti – social behavioural problems to residents in O’Connell Court”.

Borough Engineer’s Report

To date O’Connell Court has not been taken in charge, therefore this is a matter for the developer of the scheme.  Funding provided in other estates for the closing of lane ways was provided under RAPID and internal capital receipts allocated for match funding.  No provision has been made in the 2010 budget for works of this nature.

The Borough Engineer’s report was accepted.

Councillor  S. Ambrose                                   2898

“That this Council be advised as to the current position regarding the Mary Street Car Park and in turn the proposed time frame as to when this Council will advertise for Expressions of Interest to persons/parties who may be interested in a partnership deal arrangement with the Council to construct a new Multi-Storey car park on this site”.

Meetings Administrator’s Report

The Council has been endeavouring to finalise outstanding title issues in relation to a portion of the Mary Street Car Park Site and agreement was recently reached in relation to outstanding issues on this matter between the Borough Council and the other party involved.  A Deed of Conveyance of the property in question is now being prepared by the Councils Solicitors and on completion of this, application will be made for registration of the Councils title.

In relation to advertising for Expressions of Interest, it is difficult to put a time frame on this.  It is felt that the conveyancing of the site in question should first of all be finalised after which future proposals for the development of the site will be considered, regard being had to the present economic climate that exists.

In accepting the Meetings Administrator’s report, Councillor S. Ambrose requested that the Council would endeavour to resolve this matter at an early date and to then consider inviting Expressions of Interest for the development of the site.

Councillor S. Ambrose                          2899

“What is the latest up date regarding the Westgate”.

Borough Engineer’s Report

Clonmel Borough Council previously secured funding under the: 

1. Urban and Village Renewal Grants and the 

2. Recreational and Community Facilities and amenity Scheme of Capital Grants.

This facilitated the renovation of the external façade of the West Gate including stone work, door/window repairs and the protection of the interior of the building from the elements.

Officials are currently examining the options for the completion of refurbishment and the future use of the building.

In accepting the Borough Engineer’s Report, Councillor S. Ambrose queried the position re access to the building and the future use of the building.  The Borough Engineer in reply indicated that the Council were examining these matters.  The position was noted.

Councillor P. English                          2900

“That Clonmel Borough Council requests the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to introduce legislation to ban or control the sale of dangerous substances from Head Shops throughout the 26 Counties.  New laws are urgently needed to cover the sale of dangerous substances from Head Shops”.

Meetings Administrator’s Report

This Notice of Motion, if passed by the Members will be referred to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform for consideration.

On the proposal of Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor S. Healy it was agreed that the Notice of Motion would be forwarded to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform and to all other Local Authorities for their support.

Councillor P. English                          2901

“That Clonmel Borough Council requests the Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney, T.D to reverse the HSE decision to centralise all medical card processing to the PCRS Office in Dublin.  This proposed transfer will result in a total melt down of medical card processing and will restrict the number of medical cards issued”.

Meetings Administrator’s Report

This Notice of Motion if passed by the members, will be referred to the Minister for Health and Children for consideration.  

In proposing the Notice of Motion Councillor P. English indicated that in the case of people over 70s there was already a delay of the 4 to 5 weeks.  He stated that there was no mechanism locally for members to make representations.  The motion was seconded by Councillor S. Healy and it was agreed that the contents of the Motion would be forwarded to the Minister for Health and Children and to all other Local Authorities for their support.

Councillor B. Shoer                               2902

“That a gate be erected at the laneway to the rear of 51 Mountain View, Elm Park, Clonmel”.

Borough Engineer’s Report

Clonmel Borough Council has received quotations back from local builders and a contractor is about to be appointed to close of this lane way.  Works will commence in the coming weeks, a lead in period is required to hot-dip galvanised the gates and hanging posts.

The Borough Engineers report was accepted.

Councillor B. Shoer                               2903

“That the loose gravel be cleaned up from the centre of the road outside No 1 Roaring Spring Road and in that area in general.  Also could the gravel be removed from the concrete gully/stream bed at Roaring Spring Road”.

Borough Engineers Report

The loose gravel has been removed from the roadway at Roaring Springs Road.  The gravel has also been removed from the water channel and the various grills along the stream.

The Borough Engineer’s report was accepted.

Councillor N.J. Dennehy                               2904

“Clonmel Borough Council updates the members on the action plan in the event of another prolonged cold spell”.

Borough Engineer’s Report

South Tipperary Local Authorities has a Blizzard Plan for the County at large, which includes Clonmel Borough Council.  This details the availability of gritters, the different phases and how they are activated as well as contact details of the relevant personnel.  This Plan was activated during the prolonged cold spell in December 2009/January 2010, where meetings were held with the key Agencies.  The Flooding Plan is more localised as the County is affected to a lesser extent and the Borough Council is the lead agency.

In accepting the Borough Engineers report, Councillor N.J. Dennehy queried if a copy of the plan could be circulated to the members.  In reply the Manager B. McEvoy indicated that the plan was operational and he felt that it would not be appropriate to circulate it.  It was however agreed to provide the list of the routes involved.

Councillor N.J. Dennehy                               2905

“Clonmel Borough Council writes to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government expressing our objection to the Planning & Development (Amendment) Bill 2009 specifically regarding the transfer of powers away from the locally elected Public Representatives to the Regional Authorities and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in relation to the formulation of Development Plans”.

Meetings Administrator’s Report

This Notice of Motion, if passed by the members, will be referred to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for consideration.

However, it should be pointed out that the Planning & Development (Amendment) Bill 2009 has not yet been enacted.  It has been passed by Seanad Eireann and is currently at the second stage in Daíl Eireann.

In accepting the Meetings Administrators report it was proposed by Councillor N. J. Dennehy, seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed that the Notice of Motion would be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government.

The members then went on to deal with the remaining items on the agenda as follows.



	Reports of Officers:

Borough Engineers Report:
	In considering the Borough Engineers Report, a number of issues were raised and clarified in relation to the following matters:

Councillor P. English

· Start date for attenuation works at Ballingarrane

· Up-to-date position re provision of lighting at Baron Park

· Traffic calming measures at Old Bridge

· Query re water pressure at Old Bridge

Councillor S. Ambrose

· Erection of public lighting at Glenconnor/Western Road Junction

· Up-to-date position re roundabout at Glenconnor

· Provision of water meters at various locations

Councillor R. Molloy

· Removal of debris near river at Mulcahy Park

· Investigate problem of stagnant water in gully at Mulcahy Park

· Anti – social behaviour near house at Inis Cara

· Welcomed flood lighting at Main Guard

Councillor S. Healy

· Position re tenders for Flood Alleviation Scheme - Phase 2.

Councillor B. O’Donnell

· Works at Baron Park – Problem with water pressure

Councillor B. Shoer

· Tree planting to front of travellers site at Glenconnor

Councillor N.J Dennehy

· VAT – implications for Local Authority Services

Councillor D. Ryan

· Expenditure on Railway Cottages

Mr. J. Cooney, Borough Engineer, in reply indicated that the various issues raised had been noted and would be followed up, particularly in relation to issues of maintenance.

In relation to the attenuation works at Ballingarrane 

he indicated that it was expected to commence in July and this would be advertised on the E-Tenders website.

Regarding the query on the roundabout at Glenconnor, he stated that this was to go ahead as part of the Mixed Use Housing Development at Glenconnor West but approval to this scheme was not issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  The Borough Council was therefore not in a position to provide the roundabout or install traffic lights.  The provision of a pedestrian crossing was not included in the Road Works Programme but would be looked at in the context of a design for 2011.

Referring to the progress of Phase 2 of the Flood Alleviation Scheme, he stated that this was held up as a result of archaeology requirements by the Department at Green Lane.  Under-water archaeology was to be carried out in November and again in January but this was delayed due to flooding.  He pointed out that the archaeology had now been completed and forwarded to the OPW.  He was not aware of anything significant in the report.  He expected that the assessment of the report would take 2 to 3 weeks after which it was expected that the OPW would go to tender on Phase 2.

In relation to tree planting at the front of the traveller houses at Glenconnor he agreed to examine this and revert back to the members.

Regarding the query on VAT, the Meetings Administrator indicated that Local Authorities were awaiting details in relation to this matter and the members would be advised in due course.

In relation to the Railway Cottages, the Borough Engineer indicated that a number of trailers had been removed from outside the site.  These were subsequently returned on the basis that an agreement was signed by the occupiers regarding the maintenance of the area.  The position would be monitored and if necessary the Borough Council would take further action in relation to this matter.  The position was noted.



	Meetings Administrators Report:

Disposal of Fee simple:
	There were no matters arising under this heading.

It was proposed by Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor S. Healy, and agreed:

“That consent be and is hereby given to the disposal of the fee simple of the under mentioned dwelling in accordance with the Notice issued on the 18th of February 2010:

Dwelling                 Consideration            Purchaser

30 St. Patrick’s Terrace  €00.44         Liam Delahunty

                              

	Proposed Road Works Programme 2010:

Consider financial contribution to Cumann Tobar Naomh Phádraig for St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations:


	The members considered a report dated 25th February 2010, which had been prepared by the Borough Engineer in relation to the Road Works Programme, 2010 and which had been circulated with the agenda.  The report set out details of the Borough Councils allocation for 2010 and the various projects to be undertaken.

Having considered this matter, it was proposed by Councillor P. English, seconded by Councillor D. Ryan and agreed that the Road Works Programme 2010 be, as circulated, be adopted.

The Meetings Administrator referred to correspondence received from Cumann Tobar Naomh Phádraig regarding proposals for the forthcoming St. Patrick’s Day celebrations and a request for a financial contribution.

He indicated that a contribution of €5,000 was made to this committee in 2009 and, notwithstanding the current financial situation, it was recommended that a similar contribution would be made for 2010 having regard to the important contribution that this committee makes to the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.

Having considered this matter it was proposed by Councillor B. Shoer, seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed.

“That pursuant to the provisions of Part 9 (sections 66 and 67) of the Local Government Act 2001 and the provisions of the Arts Act 1973, a contribution of €5,000 be approved and paid by Clonmel Borough Council to Cumann Tobar Naomh Phádraig, Cluain Meala, in respect of costs associated with the St. Patrick’s Day festivities 2010”.

Details of the St. Patrick’s Day Programme of Events were also outlined to the members by the Meetings Administrator, during which he advised that tickets for the St. Patrick’s Eve Gala dinner were available at €45 per ticket.  It was agreed that the members would be written to in relation to these details.



	Traffic Calming measures at various locations (section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994):


	The Members considered a report dated the 2nd March 2010, which had been circulated, in relation to proposals for traffic calming measures at various locations in the town.  The report referred to the legal requirement under the Road Traffic Act 1994 for a Local Authority to under go a statutory consultation process where it was proposed to install traffic calming measures (including road markings such as double yellow lines).

Details of the various locations were attached to the report by way of maps.  It was pointed out that notice of the proposal had been published on the 28th January 2010 with a closing date on the 1st March 2010.  One submission had been received from the Garda Commissioner and this was attached to the report.

Having considered the report and the attachments, it was proposed by Councillor S. Healy, seconded by Councillor P. English and agreed.

“That in accordance with the provisions of Section 38 (4) of the Road Traffic Acts 1994, and having had regard to the fact that no written submissions were received following publication of proposals for traffic calming measures on the 28th January 2010, that the said traffic calming measures be and are hereby adopted.



	
	

	Planning and Development Acts 2000 -2009 – Planning and Development Regulations, 2001:


	The Meetings Administrator advised the Members that there were no items for consideration under this heading.



	Manager’s Orders  for February 2010:
	The Managers Orders for February 2010,which had been circulated with the agenda, were duly noted.



	Training Seminars, Conferences, and Deputations:


	It  was proposed  by  Councillor  D. Ryan, seconded  by Councillor R. Molloy  AND RESOLVED that, having regard to Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001, approval be given for Members to attend conferences/seminars details, of which have been circulated to the Members.

LAMA Annual Conference to be held in The Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo, on 9th – 10th April, 2010.

Councillor Darren Ryan

Councillor Niall J. Dennehy

Conference reports submitted to the meeting were noted.



	Correspondence:
	The following items of correspondence, which had been circulated with the agenda, were noted by the Members:

(A) Letter of acknowledgement dated 2nd February 2010 from Mr. Tom Gallagher, Private Secretary to the Minister for Housing and Local Services regarding a request for a meeting with the Minister to discuss the Wilderness/Carrigeen Remedial Works Scheme.  It was pointed out that this matter was currently being examined and the Minister would revert as soon as possible.

(B) Letter of acknowledgement dated 8th February 2010 from Mr. Darragh Scully, Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children regarding a request for a meeting with the Minister to discuss services at South Tipperary General Hospital.  It was pointed out that this matter would be brought to the attention of the Minister at the earliest opportunity.

(C) Letter dated 25th February 2010 from Mr. Dermot Moylan, Private Secretary to the Minister for Finance in response to correspondence sent to the Minister on the 16th December 2009 in connection with the introduction of a third higher rate of tax and a wealth tax.  It was pointed out that the terms of the motion had been noted.



	Resolutions from other Local Authorities:


	The following Resolutions from other local authorities, which had been circulated with the agenda, were considered by the Members:

Tullamore Town Council

“That Tullamore Town Council request information from the HSE regarding the assessment system in place for medical card holders.”

It was pointed out that the motion called for in particular the reversal of the centralisation of medical card services addressing the time delays in assessing applications currently being experience by customers.

Carrick on Suir Town Council

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice to introduce as a matter of urgency legislation to regulate the “Head Shop” industry in Ireland and to make provisions to control all products being sold by these outlets.”

Wicklow Town Council 

“Wicklow Town Council write to the following Ministers, requesting that they immediately review the legislation and bring forward proposals to ban “Head Candy Shops”.

There are serious concerns with regard to the potential effects of the products sold in these shops.  This is an issue of national concern and one that has serious consequences for families all over the country.

Further, that we circulate this resolution to all Town Councils and request that they also write to the relevant Ministers on this very important matter”.

Tipperary Town Council

“That this Council call on Transport Minister Noel Dempsey and Environment Minister John Gormley to reverse their decision not to provide emergency funding to repair roads damaged by recent bad weather.  That this motion be circulated to all Town and County Councils”.

Carlow County Council

“That Carlow County Council calls on the Minister for Environment and Local Government to change the basis on which commercial rates are calculated so that location of premises, size of premises and most importantly ability to pay are factors used when calculating the amount of money owing”.

Ennis Town Council

“That Ennis Town Council request Health Minister Mary Harney & Justice Minister Dermot Ahern immediately to put a frame work in place to regulate the operation of Head Shops”.

The above motions were noted and supported by the members.



	Votes of sympathy:

Any Other business:
	A vote of sympathy was extended to the following on the proposal of Councillor S. Healy, seconded by Councillor N.J Dennehy:

Ms. Fiona Crotty, 6 New House, Kilsheelan, on the death of her father, Dick.

Mr. Anthony & Mrs. Siobhán Fogarty, 281 Elm Park, Clonmel on the death of Anthony’s mother.

Ms. Bernie Shanahan, 54 Cherrymount, Clonmel on the death of her brother, Niall.

Ms. Teresa Newitt, c/o Rathkeevan Nursing Home, Rathkeevan, Clonmel on the death of Fred.

Mrs. Margaret O’Halloran, 12 St. Patrick’s Terrace, Clonmel on the death of her husband Patrick (Patsy).

Mrs. Fiona & Mr. Ivan Barlow, Firenze, Coleville Avenue, Clonmel on the death of Fiona’s mother Eileen.

There were no items arising under this heading.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________________

           Mayor of the Borough of Clonmel

 Date: ______________________________
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